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THE ILLUSIONS OF
* PROFESSOR BERGSON

Sir Ray TLankester and Mr. H. S. R.
Elliot Consider M, Bergson a Blind
laader of the Blind.
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The distinguished scientific man
who furnighes the preface of Modern
Redence and the Ilusions of Professor
Bergson®* is moved by a twofold con-
viction: first that Professor Bergson's
books In which he formulates his il-
dusions ( Ma_lu‘r and Mcmory, Time
and Free Wil, and Creative Evolu-
dion) are worthless, confusing, and
unprofitable; and secondly that undue

fmportance has been attached to these |

ooks by the ingenious and systematie
advertisement of M. Bergsoi. on the
part of those who amuse themselves
Mith metaphysical curiosities, “To
those who in a thoroughgoing way
ocecupy themselves In collecting and

comparing and classifying all the ab- |

surdities which have been put forward
a8 ‘'metaphysics’ or ‘metaphysical spec-
alation’ since the days of Aristotle,

this latest effusion has, no doubt, a |

kind of interest such as a

To the student of the aberrations and |

monstrosities of the mind of man, M.

|
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glory wase wrapped up in the servace;'ance between the two sections of the
of the King and the happiness and | ['nion: and their o
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collector |
may take in a curious sort of beetle, |

1

YOSILIO0 10 n ‘¢ -
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the objects nearest his heart. These ! them in the first (':’-n;ri":‘! as Macl ‘
were his first and most cherished de-|tejis ye, to oppose the -;-.. fl
sires.” These words Will well apply /! pacuralizatio BHL was PSR S
to Colonel Ruffin, for he loved the £ o Ve TERANAIS . .‘.\dh the s B ﬁ‘:
Sfouth and manifested his love by COr ©ur long and disgraceful sectional
pouring cut his life blood in her Je- f;u&l‘trl. e admitted by honest and
fense, At any time during the l'i\"li'lnt““:ﬂ' i '\.“r:h"rn writers. Here are
War when the black clouds of North- Seme of their admissions:
ern oppression were  lowering over 1. 1IN Bancroft's “Histor, f
the South and disasters were gaiher- UNited States” he says: “An inerad!
ing on every hand, in order to have ¢able dread of the coming pows 34
removed them he could have uvitsred the Southwest Jurked in New nge
the nrayer of the Grecian combatant  land, especially Massachusetts
when “enveloped in unnatural clouds 2. Umne of the demands of the n
and darkness” with perfect sincerity torious Hartford Conventic was that
and truth, the Constitution be so amended that

"Ny State be admitted into the i'nion
{"lvi.‘:po-l this cloud, the light of heaven except by a twosthirds sote of both
| G 7?5'-:)”"{- ! —_ e, | ‘ Houses of Congress.”
proive meé 0. see, and Ajux asks no In Richard Hildreth's “History
more. \ e l"nil“d States” he savs: “Jeal-
A philosophical writer and an emi- \‘ ],‘,'I :-t‘-utht-rn' dr_"m”""m‘.h':'l' o8
nent historian has said: “Patriotism L. . '@'€ seen, made the  Northern
always exists in the greatest degree | ! deralists dissatisfied with the pur-
| in rude nations and in an early period t_.'ha.-r- of Louisiana, The keeping out
of society. Like all other affections |l N€w States and the alteration of the
and possessions it operates with the | Lonstitution as to the husis of repre
greatest force where it meets with Sentation were projects too nopeless as
the greatest difficulties. 1t ceems to | Well as too unpopular in their origin
be a virtue which grows from opposi- | 10 be exnectad. The « xiension to (he
‘tion, which subsists in its greatest ! new territory west of i1he

Bergson’'s works will alwavs he docu- |

ments of value,

# ‘philosopher,” "
same preface quotes with manifest de-
dight the remark of a certain great
Yawyer that the self-appointed task of
ihe metaphysician is like that of “a
blind man in a dark room hunting
for a black cat which-—is not there.,”

Mr. Elliot has undertaken not to
furnish a detailed refutation of M.
Yiergson's philosophy, but to investi-
gate only those portions which profess
1o be founded on facts, Under this
examination Mr. ¥Elliot has
convinceed that the Bergsonian phi-
losophy is ingenioug, subtle, incom-
prehensible, and futile: that it is made
of airy nothings, of metaphysical
verbiage, of metaphors which jump all
the ditches. “We find that meta-
yhysgical systems in general have a
vogue directly proportional to their
unintelligibility, That s their only
safeguard: to put them into plain
Ianguage would be to bring them tum-
bling to the ground.”

After an introduction, Mr., Elliot
devoteg a chapter to a statement of

M. Bergson's philogsophy, and one to
“reasons for dissenting.” In the
Bergson method, according to Mr.

Yilliot, three fallacies constantly recur:
the “mannikin fallacy,” by which the
collapse of one or more theories is
taken as proof of a rival theory: the
false analogy fallacy,  “‘employed ad
nauseam throughout Bergson's
works''; and finally the use of un-
demonstrated and questionable state-
ments as data for deduction. A fur-
ther defect of M. Bergson's books, ac-
cording to Mr. Elliot, i= a misuse of
Janguage. “Bergson's medium of ex-
pression is largely a Talse coinage: his
verbal currency is heavily laden with
eounterfeits, cunningly made, and de-
mands careful testing before we let
them pass.”

The other chapters of the book,
*“T'he Progress of Philosophy,” "“The
‘Automaton Theory,” “The Origin of
Fallacies,” and " The True Province of
¥hilosophy” continue the onslaught on
M. Bergson and his vitalistic theory.
Particularly pithy and interesting is
Mr. Elliot’s one-page conclusion, in
which he states and answers the
#&rench metaphysician’'s fundamental
doctrines: (1) that time is a stuft
both “registant and substantial,” (2)
that consciousness is to some extent
independent of cerebral structure, and
(3) that instinet leads us to a com-
vrehension of life that intellect could
never glve.

The question at issue between M.
Hergson and Mr. Elliot {s too big to
debate here, Be it tritely remarked,
however, that discussion c¢lears the
air. “The worksg f Bergson are un-
questionably interesting and sug-
gestive; but his fondness for metaphor
and his use of analogy for argument
requires that his readers be put on
guard. For this reason Mr. Elliot's
book will no doubt prove highly use-
Tul.

*MODERN SCIENCE AND THE - reqlize on a2 mighty scale the beauti-

LUSIONS OF PROFESSOI. BERG-
SON. By Hugh 8. RR. Elliot. With
a preface by Sir IX. Ray Lankester,

K.C.B,, F.H.8. New York: Long-
mans, Green & Co. loth, pp. xx,
207.
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Life of Colonel
Thomas Ruffin
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Sheriff J. W. Biddle, of Craven, \whtra1

'Evil

was with him from the beginning of
the war to its close, sayvs: “"When he
made his last charge he =aid, ‘Gentle-
men, all that 1 ask is that yvou follow
me.”” Thousands were characteris-
tic of the man., Bossuet, in his fun-
eral oration on the Prince de Conde,
kays: “His maxim was, that in the
performance of great deeds, one's

become |

Jut it is an injustice |
&s well as an inaccuracy to speak of | ;

L DPS must not then wonder at
1heir author as ‘great,” or ‘French,’ or |

The author of the |

1
|
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vigor amidst turbulence and dangers, |

sufety, as'!

but in a state
if wanting
ment,

of eace and
its appropriate nourish-
it languishes and decays, We
that differ-
ence of patriotic characier, which
distinguishes the Greeks In the early
ages of thelr history, from that by
which they were known in their more
advanced and, illustrious periods.” If
these principles be true, it is there-
fore not strange that the South being
the weaker section and her people
feeling, that it was necessary for each
individual to rally to the defence of
the country, like a strong son in de-
fence of his mother, that there should
have been such a general diffusion
of the patriotic spirit and the love of
ingenuous freedom and that there
should have been eexhibited such a
noble gpirit of romantic  gallantry,
such a patient endurance of priva-
tion and sufferingz, such utter con-

tempt for dangers in every form, fop!

such a brilliant exhibition of heroic
valor and for such a disinterested de-
votion to the spirit of liberty, which
they displayed on s0 many occasions
during the Civil War. "It has been
said to be a law of nature that the
rising opulence and grandeur of a
nation must be balanced by the de-
cline of its heroic virtues,” The gov-
ernment of the ['nited States being
rich and powerful and her pecople
revelling in opulence and luxury, they
thought that the government was
able to maintain itself and that there
was no necessgity for any extraordi-
nary effort on the part of the in-
dividual, hence there were mno such
brilliant exhibitions of lofty patriotism
and chivalrie courage as was mani-
fested in the South. liven the South-
ern women felt that it was necessary
for them to aid in the struggle and
they performed deeds and endured
privations with a palience and forti-

tude that would have done honor to!
the Spartan women or to the ladies;

of the Netherlands. A gallant chroni-
cler in describing the struggle of the
people of the Netherlands in the 16th

century, under Willlam the Silent,
Prince of Orange, to throw off the
Yoke of Spanish oppression under

Phillp the Second, says: “Young vir-
gine were clustered at every window,
roof and balcony, their bright robes
floating like summer clouds above
them. Loftily from those lovely
clouds descended the gentle rain of
flowers. Garlands were strown be-
fore their feet and laureled victory
sat upon their brow.” Genlus and
patriotism have ever found a sure and
lasting reward in woman. In every
effort for the melioration of suffering
humanlty, in every struggle for lib-
erty woman has always been in the
front of the movement., Now that
the Union has been cemented by the
blood of our fathers and brothers in
closer bonds, may we realize what
Webster saild in his great speech in
the Senate on the 7th of March, 1850,
when he described the grandeur of
the Republic. He =aid: “This Re-
public now extends with a vast
breadth across the whole continent.
The two greai seag of the world wash
the one and the other shore. We

ful description of the ornamental bor-
der of the buckler of Achilles.”

“Now the broad shield compleie the
artist crowned,

With his last hand and poured the
Ocean round;

In living silver seemed
roll

And beat the buckle's
bound the whicle”
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of the ordinanhee of 1787 against slav
ery seemed to present a much mmore
feasible method of accomplishing sub-
stantially the siame oBject. The idea.
isprf-:lding with rapidity, still further
obliterated old party lines

4. Agrecing with Hildreth, Josiah
Quincy, of Massachusetts, said in a
letter to Timothy Pickering, a Massa-

chusetts Senator: “The influence of

ished by the acquisition of nore
Weight at the other extremits
Conclusion,

Now. in conclusion, let e remind
| the reader that during our iong see-
tional debate not even the 1mmost un-
scrupulous of the South’s critics has

tever charzed that any individual, cor-
peration State 1im the South

or ever

lic property or #f the money in the
rederal Treasury, and the conclusion

iIs unavoidable taust avarice, justitied
by an assumption of moral superior-
1ty, was the “wedge” which divided

A}
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State The North Carolira Rallroad,
the Atlantic and North Carclina *lall-
road, the Western North Carolina
Rallroad, the connecting link between
the North Curcolina and the Rich.
mond and Iranvilie ralroads fro:
Greensboro Ianville all bear wit
ness of his suprema'v in this fleld
In one of fht_ « 1 SGapevs f hos
messyge 10 the (Jenera A ssembly f
1842 he urged the bhullding of good
ni roagds day the ire 5 0046
les of improved rural highways
\orth Ctar & He recommended
i€ bLiuaile £ of a great central high
wav fror Morchead t through
1;t.‘ihfh o M T ennesses e, toedans
we ha JUST wWitnessed the ( ".L;l":al'f".
of the great State Highway plercing
the very heart of the RMuate nlmost
along the very route he sugkested
sevenly yYears ago. He supggests!
plans for extensive imiprovements of
our rivers and harbors; today
Thirty-foot channei (¢ the sea” has
become the slogan of our chief port
and the national Folernment <
spending annually hundreds of thy
sands of dollars in the provement
of the Cape Fear this Neuase, the
Pamlico and other rivers of Fliaoter
North Carclina. Fie iized the t
cstruction by the national sovernment
of an Inland waterway fOor our coast
wise vessels through PamiBeo Sound
1o Reaufort Harbaor SeVventy  Venr

have passed since then, this enterpriss
has become national its scope, the
Feederal government has  assum -
charge of i1, and the whaole nation
Cis agticipating the completion {n the
| near future of an inland waterwias
| from Maine through Pamlico Saund
and” Beaufort Harbor to  Flortda
First of all our statesman Morchead

our part of the Union must be dimin- |

é

realized the possibility of establishing
21 Beaufort a great world-port, and
although this dream has not yet been
realized, there are not lacking today
men noted throughout the business
world for their practical wisdom, in-

(| 8pired by no other purpose than com-

asked for an unfair share of the pub- |

mercial success, who hiave not hesi.
tiated to =take large fortunes on the
{ ultimate realization of this dream
ralso, A twentieth-century statesnman
csent before his time into the world
"of the nineteenth century, Governor
! AMorehead, as a distinguished schaolar

this country into hogtile sections: and |

to this add the fact that by 1860 the
expanded and expanding North had

hope for the blessings which were
promiscd in the preamble of the “Con-
stitution of the more perfect Union”™—
the establishment of "justice.,” the In-
suring of “‘domestic tranquility,”” the
promotion of “the general welfare,”
liberty”

to all generutions of the peo-
ple,

B. B
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The Services of

John M. Morehead

(Coninued from FPage Eleven.)
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will be a corporation worthy of vou,
of your State, and of the great
destinies that await it."”

What this great destiny was no man
had foreseen so clearly as he. The
traveler of 1912 along the line of the
North Carolina Railroad secs the ful-
fillment of Morehead’'s dreams of
1850. He finds himsell in one of the
most productive regions of the new
world. Ile is hurled from one end of
It to the other at a speed of forty
miles an hour, surrounded by every
 comfoit and convenience of modern
travel. He traverses a region hound
together by a thousand miles of steel
rails, by telegraph and telephone lines,
and by nearly two thousand miles of
improved country roads. He finds a
population engaged not only in agri-
culture, but in manufacturing, in
commerce, in transportation, and in a
hundred other enterprises. Instead
of & few old-fashioned haundlooms
turning out annually less than 2400,-
009 worth of “home-made"” articles,
he hears the hum of 360 modern fac-
tories operating - twe millions of
spindles and looms by steam, water,
electricity, employing more than fifty
millions of capital, and sending their
products {o the uttermost ends of the
earth., 1Ifis train passes through farm
lands that, since Morehead began his
work have increased glx times in
value, that preduce annually ten
times as much cotton and seventy-iive
| times as much tobacco. I'rom his car
window instead of ths 466 log hutls
that passed for schoolhouses in 1850,
with their handful of pupils he he-
holds a t(housand modern school-
houses perched on every hillside, alive
with the energy and activity of one
huandred L(kousand school <hildren.

through Raleigh, Duarhan,

{ ton, Greensboro, High Pcint Lexing-

i ton, Salisbury, Concerd. Chariotte—

1 = villages that have grown ints cities,
Of Se('tl()lla]lbl'ﬂ} old fields and cross-roads that have

-

(Contuinued from Page Twelved

But, with all this evidence before.
. their eyes, Northern writers are slere- |
in our lilerature that the/
sole thought should be to perform| North's “superior humanity”

it

forced | ity,

becomeoe thriving centers @f Industry
' and culture. Beller than all else, he
!t finds himself among a people, no lon-
ger characterized by their lethargy,
isolation, and igporance, but bristling
with energy, siert to every opportun-
fired with the gplrit ¢f the mod-

them well and to leave glory to fol- | the *“Missouri Compromise” on *“the' ern world, and with thelr faces stexd-

low in the train of virtue,

this which he has endeavored to in-|

still
ple has he himsedf ever been guided.
Thus false glory has no temptations
for him. It was with truth and
greatness alone that he was c¢on-
cerned.

into ¢others and by this prin(-i--[
|

|

It was!|ower civilization of the Souih.”

The Real “*“Wedge."”
After the enaciment of iaws to
able New England to prosper at
expense of the South, it became

|
i

1110{ inspired by himn.

_ Su- | man can be found
i rremely important to New Enecland-| Carolina who will dlspute
Thus it came aboul that his| ¢rs to maintain the then existing bal-; aumong the railroad buflders of the!best scliers,

' fastly sct toward the future,

M

. prosperi

today In North

Is primacy

and the <securing of “the bhlessings of |

l{is truin hurls him from Goldsboro | .. 1o Zccambled peovie from the %0
Burling- |

|
{
|
|

% x i velopment.,
ageprived the South of every vestige of | I

‘number ef jocwiar descripueons,

has declared, “would huve been more
at home in North Carelinag today than

would any other of our ante-bellum
(GGovernors., He has been dead forty
vears, and they have been years of
constant change and unceasing de-

Bt co wide were his svyme-
pathies, so vita] were his aims, so far-
slzhted were his publiec policies, and
o clearly did he forsee the larger
North Carolina of schools, railroads,
and cotton mills, that he would e as
truly a contemporary in the twentieth

century a8 he was a leader in the nine-
{feenth.”

LAW ON ISLE O MAN.
Imparted to Deemsters and Rept

Secret During Their Service,

f Harper's Weekliy,)

The Isle of Man presents mnany
curious features, none of which are
more curicus than its jlaws. Ior in-
stance, the Legislature is called the
House of Kevgs and was in other
times a judicial body charged with
the duty of interpreting the laws, Any
person so bold as to slander this
House 0f Keva was llable not only to

| @ fine in the amount of {10 but to

the loss of both his ears.

Two Deemsters were once appoints-
ed to execute the laws which before
the year 1417 were uncodified, and
these were known as Dreast laws for
the reason that they were imparted
to the Deemsters in secret, 1o be kept
by them within the gecrecy of their
own breastg as long &s they chose or
during their whole service, though
they were authorized to impart and
explain to the populace as much of
these special laws as should at any
time scem wise and expedient.

Certain ¢of the Manx laws, as S«!
down after the codification, are ex-
tremely quaint. Here are a couple of
extracts from the Manx legal rulings:

“If a man sgteal & horss or an ox
it is no felony, for the offender can-
not hide them: but if he steal a
capon or a pig he shall bte hanged

“In case of theft, if it amount to the
value of sixpence haifpenny it vhall Le
felony and death to the offendis; and
under that value to be whipped or r#!
upon a wooden horse which shali b
provided for such offenders.”

The arms of the Icle of Man, whiclh,
though it may sound like an Irish bul!
to sav en, are lege—three legs beéent
at the knee ond zpparenlly kicxino
gutward from a common centsr in the
mids? of a ghield—lave provoked a'
6!
which the le=t declarcs st one 123
spurns lrefand, one kiclis at Rootiaad
and the third kneels (o Englond.

On July Sth of every vear thc inwa
of the T8le of Man are oiill read 2lond

of Tynwald HHiL Thi=s 13 eeid ‘0 bn

the most Interesting and archale lege!
ceremony obscrved today to Xurope.

I

Eryce Among Lhe Best Collars.

The Wonorable Jap:*s Dry- s2's bodle

'of traved, Seuth America: Observetionus

!

The foundation on which all this;best seliing
ty and progrees rests is the published. recor
eh-! work done by John M. Morehead or | jest that if the presani s1zic ©
No well-infocrmed | continues, a2 (herc Is c¢very rea=on @

!
|
i

and Impressons, has had foar iarge
printings srce its appeaance 3 few
weeks ago. 1t le said ta ke ene «f the

rzoks of Mg kind eve?r
Smine one reecedl!y made a
f affe‘re

believe it wiil, there (s g-a~n AnDnges
of Mr. Bryce’s betng iisted ancng Che



